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Nordic Eco-labeling seminar

 Continued on page 4

The Nordic Swan eco-label is the most 
widespread and recognized eco-label 
in Scandinavia. It currently covers 63 
product groups and is thus visible on 
a wide range of consumer goods and 
services. The Nordic Swan is third 
party-controlled and criteria within each 
product group are regularly revised 
through public hearings. 

63 product groups and counting

The “Grønn, grønnere, svanemerket”-
seminar gives a general introduction 
to the label and an update to how 
the Nordic Swan is to be applied to 
alternative (non-fossil) fuels as well as 
projections on future consumers and 
large costumers. 

Due to recent critical questions raised 
regarding the sustainability of biofuels 
it is imperative that a trustworthy and 
transparent eco-labeling scheme, such 
as the Nordic Swan, can guide the 
consumer towards the greenest fuels. 

The seminar thus provides stakeholders 
with a unique opportunity to be at the 
cutting edge of the development within 
the criteria revision and to influence 
the process. The seminar is aimed at 
product developers, managers, market-, 
communication and environmental 

Theme:  Eco-labeling of alternative fuels
When:    24th of May
Where:   Oslo, Norway

Revised criteria on alternative fuels are 
to be adopted in the autumn and they 
will involve stricter requirements on the 
life cycle contribution to global warming, 
transparency in feedstock origin and a 
ban on genetically altered feedstock. 

Nordic Swan alternative fuel 
criteria to be updated

Need for reliable eco-label on 
alternative fuels



Dear LCA newsletter reader
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C2C conference

The Cradle to Cradle concept holds an 
ambitious vision on how companies can 
lead innovation through sustainable 
business models. As with other 
visionary concepts, companies are 
currently seeking advice on translating 
the vision into a concrete business 
strategy. It makes perfectly economical 
sense that they can benefit from a 
cleaner production by e.g. eliminating 
waste and emission fees and being 

ahead of competitors when it comes 
to desirable green features of their 
products. However the road to this 
stage is by no means straight forward 
and self-evident. This need for an 
operationalization of the Cradle to 
Cradle concept will be addressed by the 
“Business of tomorrow” conference. 
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Appealing concept with 
operational challenges

Gaining knowledge and competences 
as well as networking are all important 
reasons for participating in conferences.  
This edition of the newsletter is dedicated 
to providing back ground information on 
4 examples of LCA related conferences 
to be held in Nordic countries in 2011 
and 2012.  

This regional focus on events is chosen 
because we want to highlight the 
opportunities that Nordic stakeholders 
have for meeting colleagues and other 
stakeholders, exchanging experience, 
gaining knowledge and contributing 
to an increased application and 
development of LCA and life cycle 

thinking. NorLCA in Helsinki in 2011 
and SETAC 2012 case study symposium 
in Copenhagen are both targeting LCA 
application, thus demonstrating state 
of the art within LCA and in particular 
addressing methodological and 
applicational challenges.  

The events on “Nordic Eco-labeling of 
alternative fuels” and the “Cradle to 
Cradle as an innovation driver” deal with 
more specialized topics, however both 
building on life cycle thinking. 

By providing background information 
about these selected examples of events 
taking place in our own back yard we 

hope to encourage an increased interest 
for participating in LCA-related events. 
We have, by no means, covered all 
relevant conferences. Our aim is to raise 
the general awareness of the benefits 
of knowledge exchange through LCA 
related events.

Theme:  Morgendagens Forretning: Vugge-til-Vugge som driver for innovation  
When:    26th of June
Where:   Copenhagen, Denmark

High diversity of speakers
The conference will be launched 
with an opening speech by Danish 
environmental minister Karen Ellemann. 



Speakers will include representatives 
from FORA as well as a sustainability 
consultancy and a communication 
consultancy. Finally Maersk Line will 
present their own experiences as a case 
of how Cradle to Cradle can act as a 
driver for a shift towards a sustainable 
business strategy. 

The speakers will shed light on 
challenges and opportunities arising in 
relation to different aspects of Cradle to 
Cradle implementation.
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Workshops to bring the vision 
into business application
The conference will also include two 
workshops, where the strategic and 
operational challenges and solutions 
of the Cradle to Cradle concept will be 
discussed. All together the conference 
will hopefully serve as a platform for 
different actors to share best practices 
and realize their own potential role in 
moving towards a sustainable business 
and society. The event will be held in 
Danish.

Full conference program: 
http://www.conferencemanager.dk/morgendagensforretning

What is Cradle to Cradle?

Cradle to Cradle offers an alternative approach to sustainable product design 
than the more established eco-efficiency concept. It relies on 3 key principles: 

“Waste equals food” calls for an elimination of the very concept of waste and for 
using nature as a model for industrial processes with its closed loop recycling 
of nutrients. This means to shift focus from minimizing emissions to creating 
emissions that actually benefit the environment. 

“Use current solar income” implies that only renewable energy resources should 
be applied. When this goal is obtained there is no need for energy optimization, 
since energy use will not be associated with adverse environmental effects. 

“Celebrate diversity” means avoiding one size fits all designs and instead design 
products and systems with local environments, economies and cultures in mind. 

Details on the Cradle to Cradle concept and certification: http://www.mbdc.com/



Nordic Eco-labeling seminar

responsibles within companies with an 
interest in providing solutions involving 
alternative fuels. 

There will be speakers from the Nordic 
Eco-label scheme, businesses working 
with alternative fuels and authorities. 
The seminar will be held in Norwegian. 

Continued

The relationship between eco-labeling and LCA

Eco labels classified as Type I (such as the EU Flower and the Nordic Swan) are required to be life cycle-based. This means that 
they must fulfill a number of requirements related to their impact within life cycle impact categories. These requirements are 
defined according to a number of product groups each encompassing products of similar functionalities. The requirements are 
defined to ensure that only the best performing product fraction within each product group can obtain the label according to the 
following figure:

To take technological development into account, the requirements are regularly updated. This creates an incentive, not only to 
companies that plan to obtain a product label, but also to companies that already have obtained a label, to further increase the 
eco-efficiency of their products. 

Source: Jeppe Frydendahl, Miljømærkning Danmark, in DTU course 42372 Life Cycle Assessment of Products and Systems

More information on the Nordic Eco-label scheme:  
http://www.nordic-ecolabel.org/

Full seminar program:  
http://www.ecolabel.no/sfiles/96/60/5/file/invitasjon-drivstoffseminar.pdf
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Every or every other year a NorLCA-
Symposium is held, hosted alternating 
by the Nordic countries. Here the 
newest knowledge and experiences can 
be shared. Each hosting country can add 
a local flavor to the event, incorporating 
themes particularly relevant to or high 
on the agenda in the hosting country. 

The symposium format focuses primarily 
on interactive workshop sessions and 
networking, but may also hosts a special 
session for PhD students to present their 
work. The next NorLCA Symposium is 
held in Helsinki September 2011

NorLCA is a platform where LCA-
methodology scientists and developers 
meet with the LCA practitioners and other 
stakeholders to exchange knowledge 
and experiences. NorLCA’s goal is to 
support a broader and increased use of 
all Life cycle related concepts. 

LCA practitioners can get updated on the 
latest methodology developments and 
the LCA-researcher can get feedback 
on their methodology activities from the 
practitioners.

The multidisciplinary NorLCA 
target group
The NorLCA target group consists of 
business managers, product developers, 
environmental managers, sales and 
marketing managers, researchers, 

NorLCA Symposium 2011

Theme:  Toward Sustainability - The Life Cycle Approach as a Tool for Strategic Decision Making 
When:    15th-16th of September 2011 
Where:   Helsinki, Finland

Upcoming Nordic LCA event 
in Finland with local flavor

Why participate in NorLCA?

teachers, NGOs, authorities, graduate and 
post-graduate students. Although a Nordic 
initiative, participants from outside the 
Scandinavian countries are invited to join. 
The language of a Nordic Life Cycle 

What is Nordic Life Cycle Association, NorLCA?

The Nordic Life Cycle Association is a non-profit Nordic network organization 
founded in 2004 by representatives from all the Nordic countries with the goal of 
furthering and supporting a sustainable development through the use of life cycle 
approaches. 

The initiative was supported by the Nordic Council of Ministers. A Danish-Swedish 
project group did the preparatory work of establishing the association through 
2004-2008.

The Association acts as a multidisciplinary platform for Life Cycle Thinking and 
addresses designers, product developers, architects, economists, LCA-specialists 
and others with an interest in life cycle thinking. The main activity of NorLCA is the 
NorLCA symposiums.

Further information available on www.norlca.org

Association is English to ensure no 
language communication difficulties 
between the Nordic countries and to 
facilitate international communication to 
and from the Association.

Full symposium program: 
http://www.dtu.dk/upload/norlca/norlca%20congress%202011%20flyer.pdf



SETAC LCA Case Study Symposium

New approach with 
interactive sessions
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The 18th SETAC LCA Case Study 
Symposium is organised by the 
Department of Management Engineering 
of the Technical University of Denmark, 
section for Quantitative Sustainability 
Assessment in cooperation with 
NIPSECT consultant and Foreningen af 
danske kemiingeniører (The Association 
of Danish Chemical Engineers). 

Get involved in LCA networks
One particular initiative in the symposium 
program  is a session  on regional and 
national LCA networks in terms of what 
exists, how they work and how network 
members profit from participation in the 
network. The utilization of such networks 
is essential in coordinating regional 
efforts in methodological development 
and issues related to LCA application. 

Theme:  Sustainability Assessment In The 21st Century - tools, trends and applications 
When:    26th to 28th of November, 2012 
Where:   Copenhagen, Denmark

The case study symposium is an 
international event and acts as a platform 
for knowledge and experience exchange 
between industry and academia. LCA 
is a tool in rapid development - both 
in terms of its methodology and its 
application. 

Therefore cooperation between 
practitioners and academia is essential 
to ensure that tools are being developed 
to match the needs of industry. To 
facilitate this, the traditional platform and 
poster sessions will be supplemented by 
interactive sessions in the form of: An 
educational exchange platform, a Life 
Cycle market place and an eco-design 
session. 

Thus, participants will have a unique 
opportunity to share knowledge 
and experience on application and 
methodological development beyond 
what is usually possible. The fact that the 
symposium is to be held in Copenhagen 
means that Danish and other Nordic 
actors will have an excellent opportunity 
to contribute with local and regional 
knowledge, experience and challenges. 

It is the organizers’ hope that the 
session on local and regional network 
will also serve as an inspiration to 
the establishment of new networks 
in countries or regions where none 
exists and further knowledge exchange 
between existing networks.



7

A special focus of the Copenhagen 
symposium will be on Pre and Post 
study aspects of LCA. Those are 
broader perspectives than LCA case 
studies themselves. This means that 
participants are encouraged to address 
questions such as: 

“Why was this LCA carried out?”, “Which 
impacts were intended with it?”, “Which 
impacts did it create?”, “What were the 
learnings and obstacles?” and “What 
further work needs to be carried out to 
in continuation of the LCA?”. 

This new meta-approach will be useful 
for experience sharing among companies 
in terms of what considerations should 
precede the commissioning of an LCA 
study and how the results should 
most effectively serve as decision 
support. Also it will reveal methodology 
improvement potentials to academic 
participants. 

Special focus on ‘meta-LCA’

Who is SETAC and what is the purpose of their LCA Case Study Symposiums?

SETAC stands for The Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry. It is a nonprofit, worldwide professional society 
comprised of individuals and institutions engaged in: the study, analysis, and solution of environmental problems; the 
management and regulation of natural resources; environmental education and; research and development. 

SETAC has played a formative role in the initial stages in the development of LCA. The SETAC LCA Case Study Symposiums have 
been held once a year since 1993. The last five symposiums had the following topic and venues:

No	 Venue	 	 Theme	
17th	 Budapest		 Sustainable	lifestyles
16th	 Poznan	 	 From	simplified	LCA	to	advanced	LCA
15th	 Paris	 	 LCA	for	decision	support	in	business	and	government	for	Sustainable	Consumption	and	Production
14th	 Gothenburg	 Energy	in	LCA	-	LCA	of	Energy
13th	 Stuttgart	 	 Environmental	product	declaration	with	focus	on	the	building	and	construction	sector

Further information on SETAC: http://www.setac.org/

Contact the QSA section for further information including a preliminary con-
ference program: anbjo@man.dtu.dk
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www.lca-center.com.
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Nordic Eco-labeling seminar
24th of May 2011 
Oslo, Norway

C2C Conference
26th of June 2011
Copenhagen, Denmark
 

NorLCA Symposium 
15th-16th of September, 2011
Helsinki, Finland

SETAC LCA Case Study Symposium
26th-28th of November 2012 
Copenhagen, Denmark

Overview

Free Inspiration        
meetings 
 

Calender on the 
internet

Find the full and updated 
calender on LCA activities 
on the homepage of LCA 
Center Denmark:
www.lca-center.com

If you are interested 
please contact: 
info@lca-center.dk

The meeting will focus 
on relevant issues for the 
company and will result in 
concrete suggestions and 
inspiration regarding the 
further environmental work 
in the company.

LCA Center Denmark invi-
tes all companies to a free 
inspiration meeting.
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